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JOHN P. PETERS SYMPOSIUM
Foreword
Gerard N. Burrow
Yale School ofMedicine, New Haven, Connecticut
A symposium was organized to honor
Dr. John Punnett Peters on the occasion of
the 40th reunion of the Yale University
School of Medicine Class of 1958. This
symposium was held on Saturday, June 6,
1998. The Class of 1958 was the last class
at the Yale University School of Medicine
to have had the benefit of Dr. Peters, who
was the John Slade Ely Professor of
Medicine until his death in 1955.
Dr. Peters firmly believed in the Yale
system ofmedical education. Medical stu-
dents were adults with responsibility for
their own education and were not to be
spoon-fed. He aimed his teaching at the
highest level, believing that the less capa-
ble wouldbe none the worse and very like-
ly the better for the experience. As a clini-
cian, he felt that scientific principles must
be rigorously applied to patient care.
While Dr. Peters emphasized the use of
quantitative laboratory data, he never for-
got or ignored the need to be involved in
every aspect of the care of the patient. He
emphasized the importance of the family
and society in the maintenance ofhealth
In the matter ofthe provision of med-
ical care, he was firmly convinced that uni-
versal health coverage was necessary and
inevitable. These latter ideas were not
embraced by the medical establishment of
his time, and he felt that the medical pro-
fession by its opposition to change would
lose the opportunity to properly construct
a system for better health for all
Americans. We are faced with these same
challenges today. In this age of advancing
medical technology, the relationship
between patient and physician is often not
as intimate as it was in Dr. Peter's day.
Advances in basic biomedical science,
when translated to the bedside, often frag-
ments medical care into subspecialties.
In these series of papers, we celebrate
the memory of J.P. Peters and the unique
personal and scientific achievements that
he made during his lifetime. History
demonstrates that scientific and compas-
sionate medicine are capable ofbeing inte-
grated into the care of the individual
patient. The career of John Punett Peters
can serve as a model for the continued
progress ofmedical care today. In this sym-
posium, the various dimensions John Peters
are discussed individually, but need to be
consolidated to fully understand this multi-
faceted individual.